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- Summary Statements -

« What is already known about this topic
The over-75 years age group, with its complex health needs, is likely
to make up an increasing proportion of the workload of accident and
emergency staff in the coming years.

« What this paper adds
An alcohol-based surgical hand rub is more effective than a 6-min-
ute surgical hand scrub using 4% chlorhexidine gluconate in terms
of microbial counts immediately after scrubbing.

« Implications for practice, education and/or policy
Parents’ ability and willingness to participate in their child’s care in
hospital should be thoroughly assessed and their participation needs
to be supported.
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